
 

Computer-based CAE Practice Test  
 
Writing Test Assessment 
 
There are two Parts to the writing paper, which carry equal marks.  Part 1 is a compulsory task based on 
given input.  In Part 2, candidates answer one task from a choice of four questions.  Candidates should 
attempt two tasks only.  If either part is not attempted, a candidate scores 0 for this question.  In cases of 
more than one answer for Part 2, all answers are marked, and the highest mark taken. 
 
ASSESSMENT FOCUS 
The test focus in the two Parts is different, as outlined below.  Examiners use the General Impression 
Mark Scheme for both Parts, but also refer to a Task Specific Mark Scheme for each question. 
 
PART 1: In assessing task, the focus is on coverage and organisation of content, accuracy of language, 
and appropriacy of register and format to the target audience.  Range will be defined by the parameters of 
the task.  Some re-use of key words from the input is acceptable, but ‘lifting’ of phrases is penalised. 
 
PART 2: The task types and topics in Part 2 offer the candidate more scope for linguistic initiative.  In 
assessing a Part 2 task, the focus is on range of vocabulary and structure and on accuracy.  There is 
greater flexibility in content and in the interpretation of the target audience. 
 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE 
Each piece of writing is assigned to a band between 0 and 5, as described in the General Impression Mark 
Scheme, and awarded up to 3 points within the band, for example 3.1 / 3.2 / 3.3. 
Candidates are penalised for dealing inadequately with the requirements of the Task Specific Mark 
Scheme. 
 
LENGTH 
Part 1: 180-220 words 
Part 2: 220-260 words 
 
Below-length answers (60 - 90 words): assessment is confined to Bands 1 and 2.  Answers containing 
fewer than 60 words receive 0. 
Over-length answers (more than 340 words): the whole answer is assessed at first reading.  At second 
reading, a line is drawn across the page at the approximate place where the correct length is reached and 
close language assessment is confined to what comes above this line. 
 
SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION 
These are aspects of accuracy and are taken into account according to the extent to which they affect or 
impede communication.  American usage and spelling are acceptable, provided that their use is 
consistent. 
 
PARAGRAPHING 
This is a function of organisation and format.  For further guidance refer to the Task Specific Mark 
Scheme. 
 
HANDWRITING 
Totally illegible scripts receive 0. 



 
 
 

GENERAL IMPRESSION MARK SCHEME 
 

5 

 
For a Band 5 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a very positive effect on the 
target reader.  The content is relevant* and the topic is fully developed.  Information 
and ideas are skilfully organised through a range of cohesive devices, which are used 
to good effect.  A wide range of complex structures and vocabulary is used effectively.  
Errors are minimal, and inaccuracies which do occur have no impact on 
communication.  Register and format are consistently appropriate to the purpose of the 
task and the audience. 
 

4 

 
For a Band 4 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a positive effect on the target 
reader.  The content is relevant* and the topic developed.  Information and ideas are 
clearly organised through the use of a variety of cohesive devices.  A good range of 
complex structures and vocabulary is used.  Some errors may occur with vocabulary 
and when complex language is attempted, but these do not cause difficulty for the 
reader.  Register and format are usually appropriate to the purpose of the task and the 
audience. 
 

3 

 
For a Band 3 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a satisfactory effect on the 
target reader.  The content is relevant* with some development of the topic.  
Information and ideas are generally organised logically, though cohesive devices may 
not always be used appropriately.  A satisfactory range of structures and vocabulary is 
used, though word choice may lack precision.  Errors which do occur do not cause 
difficulty to the reader.  Register and format are reasonably appropriate to the purpose 
of the task and the audience. 
 

2 

 
For a Band 2 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a negative effect on the target 
reader.  The content is not always relevant.  Information and ideas are inadequately 
organised and sometimes incoherent, with inaccurate use of cohesive devices.  The 
range of structures and vocabulary is limited and/or repetitive, and errors may be basic 
or cause difficulty for the reader.  Register and format are sometimes inappropriate to 
the purpose of the task and the audience. 
 

1 

 
For a Band 1 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a very negative effect on the 
target reader.  The content is often irrelevant.  Information and ideas are poorly 
organised, often incoherent, and there is minimal use of cohesive devices.  The range 
of structures and vocabulary is severely limited, and errors frequently cause 
considerable difficulty for the reader.  Register and format are inappropriate to the 
purpose of the task and the audience. 
 

0 
 
For a band zero to be awarded, there is either too little language for assessment or the 
candidate’s writing is totally irrelevant or illegible. 
 

 
*Candidates who do not address all the content points will be penalised for dealing inadequately with the 
requirements of the task. 
 
Candidates who fully satisfy the Band 3 descriptor will demonstrate an adequate performance in writing at 
CAE level.   
 
 

 
 



 

TASK-SPECIFIC MARK SCHEME 
 

The accuracy of language, including spelling and punctuation, is assessed on the general 
impression scale for all tasks.  Criteria for assessing specific range of language and task 
achievement are outlined below. 

 
Descriptors 
The focus of Part 1 is on content, effective organisation of the input, appropriacy of the piece(s) of 
writing to the intended audience, and on accuracy.  Some use of key words from the input is 
acceptable, but candidates should have re-worded phrases as far as possible.  The range will be 
defined by the task. 
 
 

Question 1  
Content: 
(points covered) 
 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s letter must: 
 

• describe the job 
• say whether or not they would recommend it 
• give reasons for their opinion. 
  

Organisation 
and Cohesion: 

Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. 

Range: Language of description, evaluation and recommendation. 
 

Register/Tone: Consistently informal to unmarked. 
 

Target Reader: Would be informed. 
 



 

In Part 2, candidates have more scope to display their linguistic competence and 
there is more latitude in the interpretation of the task.  The assessment focus is 
mainly on content, range, and style/register, with attention paid to how successfully 
the candidate has produced the text type required. 
 

Question 2  

Content: 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s reference must: 
 

• describe character/qualities and skills 
• describe previous experience  
• explain why the person should be selected. 
 

Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. Organisation 
and Cohesion: 
Range: Language of description, explanation and recommendation.  

Vocabulary related to personality. 
Consistently formal to unmarked. Register/Tone: 
Would be informed. Target Reader: 

Question 3  

Content: 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s competition entry must: 
 

• nominate a scientist 
• describe their achievement(s)  
• justify their nomination. 

 
Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. Organisation 

and Cohesion: 
Range: Language of description, explanation and justification. 

Vocabulary related to science. 
May mix registers if appropriate to approach taken by candidate. Register/Tone: 
Would be informed. Target Reader: 

 Question 4 

Content: 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s letter of application must: 
 

• outline the advantages of staying in a host family rather than in college 
accommodation 

• describe what qualities are necessary to be a host family  
• explain why they are interested in hosting students. 

 
Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. Organisation 

and Cohesion: 
Language of description, comparison and explanation. Range: 
Formal to unmarked. Register/Tone: 

Target Reader: Would be informed and consider application. 

   



 

 
Question 5 (a)  

Content: 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s review must: 
 

• briefly describe the plot of The Pelican Brief 
• say whether or not they would recommend it 
• give reasons for their opinion. 

 
Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. Organisation 

and Cohesion: 
Language of description, recommendation and explanation. Range: 
May mix registers if appropriate to approach taken by candidate. Register/Tone: 
Would be informed. Target Reader: 

Question 5 (b)  

Content: 
 

For Band 3 or above, the candidate’s essay must: 
 

• describe the most interesting character in Lucky Jim 
• give reasons for their opinion.  
 

Clearly organised into paragraphs with appropriate linking devices. Organisation 
and Cohesion: 

Language of description and opinion. Range: 
Consistently formal to unmarked. Register/Tone: 
Would be informed. Target Reader: 

 
 

   


