
Computer-based FCE Practice Test  
 
Writing Test Assessment 
 
There are two Parts to the writing paper, which carry equal marks. Part 1 is a 
compulsory task, where candidates must produce an email or letter, based on given 
input. In Part 2, candidates answer one task from a choice of four questions. 
Candidates should attempt two tasks only. If either part is not attempted, a candidate 
scores 0 for this question. In cases of more than one answer for Part 2, all answers 
are marked, and the highest mark taken.  
 
ASSESSMENT FOCUS 
The test focus in the two Parts is different, as outlined below. Examiners use the 
General Mark Scheme for both Parts, but also refer to a Task-specific Mark 
Scheme for each question. 
 
PART 1 In assessing the email or letter, the focus is on coverage and organisation of 
content, accuracy of language, and appropriacy of register and format to the target 
audience. Range will be defined by the parameters of the task. Some re-use of key 
words from the input is acceptable, but 'lifting' of phrases is penalised. 
 
PART 2 The task types and topics in Part 2 offer the candidate more scope for 
linguistic initiative. In assessing a Part 2 task, the focus is on range of vocabulary and 
structure and on accuracy. There is greater flexibility in content and in the 
interpretation of the target audience. Articles or reports do not demand a single 
prescribed format, but credit is given for appropriate features of presentation. 
 
ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE 
Each piece of writing is assigned to a band between 0 and 5, as described in the 
General Mark Scheme, and awarded up to 3 points within the band, for example 3.1 / 
3.2 / 3.3.  
Candidates are penalised for dealing inadequately with the requirements of the Task-
specific Mark Scheme. 
 
LENGTH 
Part 1:      120 – 150 words 
Part 2:      120 – 180 words 
 
Below-length answers (50 - 80 words): assessment is confined to Bands 1 and 2. 
Answers containing fewer than 50 words receive 0. 
Over-length answers (more than 180 words for Part 1 or 200 words for Part 2): the 
whole answer is assessed at first reading. At the second reading, a line is drawn 
across the page at the approximate place where the correct length is reached and 
close language assessment is confined to what comes above this line. 
 
SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION  
These are aspects of accuracy and are taken into account according to the extent to 
which they affect or impede communication. American usage and spelling are 
acceptable, provided that their use is consistent. 
 
PARAGRAPHING 
This is a function of organisation and format. For further guidance refer to the Task-
specific Mark Scheme. 
 
HANDWRITING  
Totally illegible scripts receive 0. 



GENERAL MARK SCHEME 

5 

 
For a band 5 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing fully achieves the desired effect on 
the target reader.  All the content points required in the task are included* and 
expanded appropriately.  Ideas are organised effectively, with the use of a variety of 
linking devices and a wide range of structure and vocabulary.  The language is well 
developed, and any errors that do occur are minimal and perhaps due to ambitious 
attempts at more complex language.  Register and format which is consistently 
appropriate to the purpose of the task and the audience are used. 
 

4 

 
For a band 4 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing achieves the desired effect on the 
target reader.  All the content points required in the task are included*.  Ideas are 
clearly organised, with the use of suitable linking devices and a good range of 
structure and vocabulary.  Generally, the language is accurate, and any errors that do 
occur are mainly due to attempts at more complex language.  Register and format 
which is, on the whole, appropriate to the purpose of the task and the audience is 
used. 
 

3 

 
For a band 3 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing, on the whole, achieves the 
desired effect on the target reader.  All the content points required in the task are 
included*.  Ideas are organised adequately, with the use of simple linking devices and 
an adequate range of structure and vocabulary.  A number of errors may be present, 
but they do not impede communication.  A reasonable, if not always successful, 
attempt is made at register and format which is appropriate to the purpose of the task 
and the audience. 
 

2 

 
For a band 2 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing does not clearly communicate the 
message to the target reader.  Some content points required in the task are 
inadequately covered or omitted, and/or there is some irrelevant material. Ideas are 
inadequately organised, linking devices are rarely used, and the range of structure and 
vocabulary is limited.  Errors distract the reader and may obscure communication at 
times.  Attempts at appropriate register and format are unsuccessful or inconsistent. 
 

1 

 
For a band 1 to be awarded, the candidate’s writing has a very negative effect on the 
target reader.  There is notable omission of content points and/or considerable 
irrelevance, possibly due to misinterpretation of the task.  There is a lack of 
organisation or linking devices, and there is little evidence of language control.  The 
range of structure and vocabulary is narrow and frequent errors obscure 
communication.  There is little or no awareness of appropriate register and format. 
 

0 
 
For a band 0 to be awarded, there is either too little language for assessment or the 
candidate’s writing is totally irrelevant or totally illegible.  
 

 
* Candidates who do not address all the content points will be penalised for dealing 
inadequately with the requirements of the task.  Candidates who fully satisfy the 
Band 3 descriptor will demonstrate an adequate performance in writing at FCE level. 
 



 
TASK-SPECIFIC MARK SCHEMES 
 
 
 
QUESTION 1 
 
CONTENT 
Email  should include all the points in the notes 
1. say when it is best to visit (not necessary to say why) 
2. suggest best way(s) of finding out about food/cooking at home 
3. recommend restaurant(s) (not necessary to give details) 
4. decline invitation (not necessary to say why) 
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Clear organisation of ideas, with suitable paragraphing and linking.   
 
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND FORMAT 
Informal email. 
 
RANGE 
Language of giving information, declining invitation, recommending, suggesting. 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be informed.  
 
 
 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
CONTENT 
Article should give information about writer’s favourite teacher saying what he/she 
remembers about him/her. 
 
RANGE 
Language of description, explanation and opinion. 
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Clear organisation of ideas with appropriate linking and paragraphing. 
  
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND FORMAT  
Any as long as consistent. 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be informed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
QUESTION 3 
 
CONTENT 
The review should give information about 
a play seen at the theatre and may 
include information about characters, 
costumes and story as well as a possible 
recommendation. 
 
RANGE 
Language of description/explanation. 
 
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND 
FORMAT 
Neutral or formal review. 
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Clear linking and paragraphing. 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be informed. 
 
 

 
QUESTION 4 
 
CONTENT 
Story should continue from the prompt 
sentence.  
 
RANGE 
Past tenses. Vocabulary appropriate to 
the chosen topic of story.   
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Could be minimally paragraphed. 
Should reach a definite ending, even if it 
is somewhat open-ended. 
 
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND 
FORMAT 
Consistently neutral or informal 
narrative. 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be able to follow the storyline. 
 

 
QUESTION 5a 
 
CONTENT 
Letter should give opinion of the main 
character – Andrew Manson  . 
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Clear organisation of ideas, with suitable 
paragraphing and linking   
 
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND 
FORMAT 
Consistent register suitable to the 
situation and target reader 
 
RANGE 
Language of  describing, explaining and 
giving opinion 
Vocabulary relating to story and 
characters 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be informed. 
 

 
QUESTION 5b 
 
CONTENT 
Essay should say which character 
enjoyed the journey most in Round the 
world in 80 days. 
 
ORGANISATION AND COHESION 
Clear organisation of ideas, with suitable 
paragraphing and linking   
 
APPROPRIACY OF REGISTER AND 
FORMAT 
Consistent register suitable to the 
situation and target reader 
 
RANGE 
Language of  describing, explaining and 
giving opinion 
Vocabulary relating to story and 
characters 
 
TARGET READER 
Would be informed. 
 
 
 

 


